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TWO MORE REUNIONS ENJOYED, TWO STILL TO BE ENJOYED! 

Tickets cost £10. To get a ticket by post, send a request, together with a cheque payable to ‘Bulmershe School’ and a stamped self-addressed 

envelope for return. Please send to: Alumni Relations, Bulmershe School, Woodlands Avenue, Woodley, Berkshire, RG5 3EU. To pay and    

receive a ticket electronically, make payment to the School’s HSBC bank account sort code 404739 account number 01238361 giving a       

surname and year you started Bulmershe as reference. Then email alumni@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk saying you have made a payment. 

Once the Finance Office has confirmed the payment, a ticket  will be emailed to you! Alternatively tickets can be bought in person from 

school reception during term time, weekdays 8am to 4pm (3.30pm on Friday). Partners/family members of alumni do not need a ticket,    

although we would like to know how many will be coming for logistical purposes on the day. Thank you 

    BULMERSHE 50th REUNIONS 

REMAINING DATES  

Saturday 19th September 2015   The 1993 to 1996 Intakes 

Saturday 17th October 2015       The 1997 to 2000 Intakes 

There was very contrasting weather for the two Bulmershe alumni reunions that were held at the school in June and July. The 

reunion of the classes of 1989 to 1992, held on 11th July (see picture above), was a lovely summer evening, while the reunion 

of the classes of 1985 to 1988, held on 20th June, brought a torrential thunderstorm, which meant that the photograph, (see 

below) had to be taken inside seemingly in a flash of lightening, but actually under photographer Mr Ripper’s lights while the 

sky outside had darkened and loud thunder claps could be heard. Around eighty alumni attended each reunion, which brings 

the total alumni attendance from across six reunions, covering the classes of 1964 to 1992, to seven hundred and seventy one. 

A reunion record of twenty two staff came to the July event, which was quite a few more than had attended in June. In total 

forty nine teachers, mainly retired, but in some cases still teaching, have attended across the six reunions so far. This makes 

the overall attendance at the reunions eight hundred and twenty. With two reunions remaining, in September and October, it 

is possible that the final attendance total at the Bulmershe School 50th anniversary reunions could reach one thousand! 

 



 ALUMNI SUCCESS IN CRICKET MATCH CHALLENGE 

We are grateful to  KYOCERA for 

printed copies of the Bulmershe  

Alumni newsletter. THANK YOU 

to his office he went in fear of the trouble he was in. To Graham’s surprise Mr Hadfield told his Secretary to send in two cups of coffee. Over 

coffee Mr Hadfield said he realised that most academic lessons were not for Graham but knew he was a hard worker in a practical sense. Mr 

Hadfield told Graham that he must be in School, and would have to concentrate on his Maths and English, but that on most days he could 

spend some time helping the caretakers around the site, for example doing painting and repair jobs and litter picking. As a builder these days, 

Graham is known for his hard work and reliability. A few years back he met Graham Pearce, another alumni from the School, but who was a 

few years older. He is an architect and now does all the designs and drawings for Graham’s building projects. Since leaving Bulmershe       

Graham has been employed by the school on a number of occasions, including when the current Headteacher decided that the toilet next to 

her office should be converted into a kitchenette. Graham’s quotes are always competitive, and the school knows that when it comes to   

practical jobs he is going to work hard and do a good job. For a number of years Graham’s wife Nicky, worked at Bulmershe as one of the 

BEST team, and his sister Julie held her wedding reception in the school hall.                                                                                                               

Although Graham works locally most of the time, on one occasion when he was doing some work in Knightsbridge, Mrs Thatcher, the former 

Prime Minister, who lived in the neighbouring house came and talked with Graham and wanted to understand how his digger worked. She 

sat in the seat and operated the machine when Graham explained it to her. Mrs Thatcher is not the only politician that Graham has met. 

When he did some work at a leisure centre in Twyford, the Home Secretary and local MP Theresa May called in to see what had been done.                                                  

As a young lad Graham was a member of the very successful Bulmershe Boxing Club but gave it up at the age of 14. These days he likes an 

occasional round of golf. Regarding his education at Bulmershe he says that he will always be grateful to Mr Hadfield, and other teachers too,   

BOB RETURNS TO 

BULMERSHE 

BULMERSHE IN BUSINESS 

Successful local builder Graham Sawyer is 

proud to have been a Bulmershe pupil, even 

if he admits he was not the best student. He 

was never rude or cheeky to the teachers 

but for a while he was often truanting from 

lessons to earn money working with his elder 

brother. However, as his mother was        

employed in the school kitchens he had to 

make sure he was in for lunch! When the 

Headmaster, Mr Hadfield, ordered Graham  

such as Mr Caunter, Mr Maltbeck and Mr Ripper, who all    

wanted the best for him. He believes that Bulmershe School  

really helped him to develop into the successful person that 

he is today. Teachers like Mr Hadfield treated him in a way 

that he respected. He felt that they understood him and 

were genuinely there to help him. He has said that he would 

be only too happy to come and talk to any youngsters at the 

school who were maybe struggling a bit academically and be 

a mentor to them, in particular to get them to appreciate 

that the teachers are people trying to help them achieve and 

be the best person they can be. Graham is also happy to 

offer some work experience in suitable circumstances. 

This season Earley Cricket Club have played 

home matches at Bulmershe. In July they    

challenged the School’s alumni to a game. 

The alumni team ranged from class of 1980 

to class of 2008. Batting first the alumni 

totalled 115 for 6 in their innings, Adnan 

Riaz top scoring with 30. Earley CC then 

scored 91 for 6 in their allotted overs,     

Rob Lattimore being the leading bowler 

taking 2 for 11. This meant that the alumni 

team won the game by 24 runs. 

From left; Jawwad Raja (class of 1989) Jordan Goddard (2008) Amjad 

Ali (1995) Steven Carson (2005) Adnan Riaz (2001) Sikander Khan 

(1990) Front, Yasir Khan (2001) Vinay Kumar (2004) Gary Phillips, 

captain, (1980)  Rob Lattimore (2005) Danny Horscroft (2003) 

In January 1992 Bob Lennox became the 

third Headmaster of Bulmershe School. In 

2015 he returned to act as Head once 

more at the July reunion. Bob left 

Bulmershe after five years in charge to 

become Principal of Warwick Academy in 

Bermuda. Before his recent retirement he 

had also been Head of an International 

School in Turkey.  

 

Graham with former classmates at the reunion in May Graham with Theresa May 

Mr Lennox speaking at the 

reunion assembly in July. 

Graham about to 

set off in his van 

for another day of 

hard work 



The Bulmershe Alumni Updates 

From around the World Kelsey started as a year seven student at Bulmershe 

in September 2001. In July 2015 she is Miss Hudson, 

the new teacher in the Languages Department. This is 

not a surprise. While a student at the School Kelsey 

took part in the hugely successful Rock Challenge 

which was organised by Miss Harris. When Kelsey 

finished Year 13 she wasn’t sure what she was going 

to do. Having gained a cheerleading coaching        

qualification she came back into School and set up a 

very successful Bulmershe School Cheerleading 

Squad. Later she decided to do a Languages Degree, 

which she took at the Open University in Milton 

Keynes. By chance, when Kelsey decided to enter the 

teaching profession, one of the teaching practices she 

was allocated was back at her old school where she 

has now been offered a full time job.  

Another Bulmershe  

pupil becomes a 

Bulmershe teacher. 

Mike Robbins 

When quiet was needed at the reunion in March 

so that Mr Stagles could be heard drawing the 

raffle, it was the voice of Mike Robbins that in an 

instant produced the necessary hush. His ability 

to bring the school hall to order was one that he 

had learnt during his career in the military. Mike 

joined the Army in 1976 and served for over 20 

years. He became a Warrant Officer despite   

being diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in 1984. 

He served predominately in Germany, but also  

in Northern Ireland and Hong Kong. Mike started at Bulmershe in 1970. 

He excelled at sport and captained the football, cricket and basketball 

teams. He also won county colours at cricket. He headed the cast of the 

school play Story Tellers in 1972. Today he lives in Stratford on Avon but 

still returns to Woodley regularly to visit his Mother, who is a resident at 

Bader Court just 100 metres from the Bulmershe School gates. 

A member of the 

class of 1983, 

Matthew was the 

runner up in series 

54 of Countdown. 

He appeared on the 

programme in 2006 winning 8 games in a row to   

become an octochamp with a total of 850 points. He 

then defeated two other octochamps on his way to 

the final. He was also runner up in the Championship 

of Champions later that year when he scored 117 

points, which was the highest ever losing score in the 

history of the programme. Further details of 

Matthew’s participation on Countdown can be found 

on Wikipedia. After leaving Bulmershe he studied 

Architecture at Edinburgh University and now lives 

near Perth. He works for the Scottish Water Board. 

Kelsey Hudson 

Kirsty Porter 

Kirsty was a student at Bulmershe School between 2000 and 2006. 

Since the age of six she was a member of the Bulmershe Gymnastics 

Club. Before Kirsty left the club she had also begun to work towards 

gaining coaching qualifications. These days Kirsty lives in Australia and 

is Head coach of the Greater Sydney Sports Academy. She specialises in  

trampoline and tumbling. Recently 

one of her gymnasts won a Gold 

medal in the Australian National 

Championships and has gained a 

place in the Australian National 

Youth team. Kirsty is also working 

for the Institute of Sport and      

Gymnastics Australia which aims 

to produce a new pathway for 

future Olympians in trampolining. 

Famous Daughter 

of Bulmershe 

Alumni 

School before moving 

to Bluecoat for the 

sixth form. Natalie is 

the daughter of 

Bulmershe alumni Gary 

Dormer, class of 1966, 

and Claire Richards, 

class of 1967. 

Natalie Dormer is an actress 

of international renown. She 

has starred as Anne Boleyn in 

the Tudors, appeared in   

Game of Thrones and also the  

Gary Dormer wearing a Bulmershe 

School cap at the March reunion 

Hunger Games films. She attended Chiltern Edge  

Kirsty and four 

other members 

of the Class of 

2000 hold their 

finishing pose in 

the final of the 

House Dance       

competition in 

2006. 



If you have any pictures or reminiscences from your time at the school, or updates on your 

life and career since you left and would be happy to share them with us, please e mail to;   

alumni@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk           Thank you.                                                                                                                                                   

and let`s not forget the Staff... 

Maureen Watt began teaching 

at Bulmershe in the same year as Mr Swatridge. She 

was a Social Studies teacher who taught Economics 

and Sociology. Maureen was born in Aberdeen and  

brought up on a farm in Banffshire. She attended Keith 

Grammar School and went on to study for a degree in 

Politics at Strathclyde University. Having completed a 

PGCE qualification at Birmingham University, Maureen 

started teaching at Bulmershe in 1973. She soon     

became Head of Community Studies but then left to 

return to Scotland. During the late 1970s Maureen’s 

father was a Scottish National Party MP in the       

Westminster Parliament. Maureen worked in the oil 

industry for a while as a personnel manager and also 

lectured in employee relations at Aberdeen College. 

She got involved in local politics and became a       

councillor in the Grampian Region. In 2006 Maureen 

was elected as an MSP. She is the member for         

Aberdeen South and North Kincardine, and was the 

first MSP to swear the oath of allegiance in Doric. She 

became the Minister for Schools and Skills in the 

Scottish Parliament in 2009, and in 2014 was            

appointed to her current role as the Minister for      

Public Health. In the 2015 General Election Maureen's 

son, Stuart Donaldson, aged 23, was elected as an MP 

to the Westminster Parliament as one of the 56 

Scottish National Party MPs. He represents the        

constituency of West Aberdeenshire and Kincardine. 

Maureen Watt 

Graham Swatridge 

As a competitive and multi talented sportsman, former PE teacher Graham Swatridge will be 

pleased to know that no other member of staff can match, or is likely ever to beat, his record 

of thirty six consecutive years as a full time teacher at the School. He was a Head of Year for 

over twenty years, and became the Director of Community Sport after the School was     

awarded Sports College status in 2003. He achieved Advanced Skills Teacher status from  

2001, and there are many alumni who agree that he was a fantastic and dedicated teacher.                                          

Graham comes from Salisbury and was always interested in sport. He trained as a teacher at  

St Luke's College in Exeter before being appointed by Mr Stagles to teach PE at Bulmershe in 

1973. In his first year at the School Mr Swatridge started the Bulmershe Gym Club which he 

ran in the Bulmershe Centre and School gym for twenty four years, before the Club gained  

the funding for a purpose built gym of their own. Graham started the Club with just three  

boys but within a term twenty seven girls had joined too. The Bulmershe Gym Club has had   

many successes over the years and trained gymnasts who have won 

county and national honours. These days the Club has over a thousand 

members. In 1986 Graham was on the TV programme Surprise Surprise 

hosted by Cilla Black. This came about after some of the gymnasts put 

his name forward for the show. Cilla and the TV crew turned up one 

evening at a squad session and Graham was certainly surprised!                                                                   

As a youngster Graham played semi professional football for Salisbury 

in the Southern League, and after starting at Bulmershe he joined    

Wokingham Town, who were then in the Isthmian League. He can   

remember playing against Cardiff City in the First Round of the FA Cup, 

and on another occasion playing against Jimmy Greaves, who towards 

the end of his career played for Barnet.                                                    

Graham was also a high quality rugby player. In seasons when he no 

longer played semi pro football he joined Abbey Rugby Club, and was 

selected by Berkshire in the National County Championship.              

Perhaps Graham’s proudest sporting achievement came in 1977 when 

he won the Reading Skillmaster competition organised by the Reading 

and District Sports Council. It received much coverage in the regional 

press and the sixteen local sports stars who entered had to compete 

over fourteen sports. The final was held at Palmer Park in front of a 

large crowd, which included many Bulmershe School students.           

Mr Swatridge retired from Bulmershe in 2009. He continues to play 

golf regularly, and also indulges another of his passions as a member  

of the Reading Phoenix Choir. He recently performed with the choir at 

the Cork International Festival in Ireland.  

 

Christabelle and the Clarkettes, Graham 

Swatridge back left, with Mr Clarke,                 

Mr Farthing, Mr Thompson and two others. This 

picture appeared in the Daily Mirror in 1976.  The Reading Skillmaster Champion. 

SNP MSP and SNP MP Mrs Watt 


