
Why boys? 

Whilst we have the 
benefit of a mixed sixth 
form, we recognise 
that younger boys 
learn in different ways 
to girls. Boys have       
• well-developed gross 
motor skills, so like to 
learn through moving 
and manipulating 
themselves and ob-
jects; • love to prob-
lem-solve and fre-
quently over-estimate 
their performance, 
ability and progress;    
• need to be chal-
lenged, love competi-
tion and work better in 
teams than in groups; 
• need clear steps,  
respond to frequent 
positive feedback. 

Our staff have chosen 
to teach boys, and are 
experienced in dealing 
with their development. 

the life of all our pupils 
at The Forest.  

If you would like to 
learn more, why not 
visit us. Details can be 
found on our website 
at 
www.forest.wokingh
am. sch.uk or phone                  

0118 978 1626   

Mary Sandell, 

Headteacher 

Welcome 
Moving from primary 
school on to second-
ary school is a big 
change in pace for 
both pupils and their 
parents. We aim to 
help you wherever we 
can with that transition. 

Here at The Forest, 
our aim is to develop 
the ‘whole person’, 
where character and 
integrity are as im-
portant as exam suc-
cess, and where aspi-
ration and excitement 
are balanced by resili-
ence and respect. 

Our leaflet provides a 
snapshot of a year in  

 

“―The Forest School clearly 
cares about pupils’ personal 
development, and working 
relationships between staff 

and pupils are strong. “ 

Ofsted 

 

 

shallow end for less 
confident swimmers and 
a deep end for those that 
are more  confident.” 

“First day of school at 
The Forest. Put your 
new school blazer and 
tie on and get going, 
you’re going to love it.” 

“On my first day I felt 
immediately welcomed 
having come to The 
Forest with none of my 
friends. I was worried 
about making friends, 
but did so quickly.” 

“The lesson variety is 
amazing. You learn so 
many things so quickly, 
and every one of the 
subjects is enjoyable.” 

 

 

 

“One of my favourite 
things about school is 
the canteen.” 

“The other boys in the 
year can be really sup-
portive.”  

“My advice is not to 
worry, everything at 
The Forest is the way it 
should be, and there will 
always be help if need-
ed.” 

“My favourite thing 
about school is that we 
have our  own swim-
ming pool, which is 
heated, with both a 

Forest pupils tell you what 
they think… 

 

 

 

Life at The Forest School 

Established 1957 

Boys 11-16 



Forest pupils were invited to St 
John’s Beaumont school Old Wind-
sor to meet author Charlie Higson.  

Year 9 and 10 pupils trained as 
‘Sports Leaders’, and assisted with 
running the first 
of our primary 
school sporting 
events.  

All of Year 9 
attended the 
Wokingham 
Schools’ Ca-
reers Fair, with 
older pupils and 
their families visiting in the evening.  

All of Year 11 took part in a week of 
work experience, based at a wide 

range of local companies. They also 
experienced mock job interviews, 
and local business people gave up 
their time to conduct the interviews 
for ‘real’.  

Many 
school 
clubs and 
extra cur-
ricular 
activities 
started.  

Members 
of the 
armed 

forces attended our whole school 
Remembrance Day Service. 

 Septem-
ber saw 
a new 
school 
year 
begin. 
Year 7s 
were 

given 
plenty of 
time to 
settle in, 

get to know how to get to classes 
and where to have lunch.  

School photos were taken - just in 
time for the Year 7s’ first joint school 
disco with girls from The Holt.  

Year 7 had their first Parents’ Even-
ing. 

  

pupils to their older peers.   

Year 7s took part in a school 
literacy competition— ‘Make-a-
Minibook’. 

Year 7s took part in a 
performing arts evening. 

We held our School 
Presentation Evening, 
celebrating achievements 
of pupils throughout each 

Year group. 

Year 10s gave a performance of a 
Christmas Carol. 

Year 11s received their mock exam 

Year 7 pupils have now been in 
school for nearly a whole term. They 
have become ac-
customed to a 
larger school, a 
plethora of class-
rooms, subjects 
and new activities.  

Different year 
groups were in-
volved in various 
Maths, house and sporting competi-
tions.  

A Sixth Form reading mentoring 
scheme supported Year 7s with their 
reading skills, and connected younger 

results—good preparation for sum-
mer exams.  

GCSE and A Level Art and Photo-
graphic pupils vis-
ited Kew Gardens. 

Year 11 DT pupils 
proved themselves 
to be some of the 
country’s most 
talented aspiring 
architects, after 

claiming top prizes in a nationwide 
competition to design a new house 
for developer Bloor Homes. 
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September,  October and November 

….daunting, tiring, perhaps a little 

overwhelming, but exciting and 

busy. Your son will not only have to 

contend with a huge increase in 

student numbers, but also adapt to 

a larger school and find his way 

through what can seem like a maze 

to reach the right classroom. Be 

assured that we will be helping him 

to adjust.  

Mr Vernon is the current Year 7 

Director. “No two pupils are alike 

and we recognise and celebrate this 

rich diversity at The Forest School. 

Our ethos is to nurture and stretch 

our students; to create a happy and 

fulfilled time here. Each Year 7 pupil 

is assigned a school house, form 

and tutor, and they stay within those 

groups as they progress through the 

school.  

This leaflet gives you a preview of 

the work and activities your son 

may have the opportunity to experi-

ence. With mentors and teachers 

used to looking after Year 7s, your 

son will grow in confidence and abil-

ity during his time at The Forest 

“Parents agree and believe that these 
good relationships underpin the 
progress that their children make.” 
OFSTED 

December turns to January 

 The life of a new Year 7 is….. 

Life at The Forest School  

 



 

‘Youth Speaks’ Rotary Youth Speak-
ing competition.  

 

Lucky Year 
8s were 

invited to Twickenham to watch an 
England Rugby training session. 

Year 7-11 pupils from the school 
Chess Club took part in a national 
chess competition. 

 

Current and former sixth form stu-
dents, Year 7 & 8 mentors, teachers 
and Thames Valley Police, ran a 
CSI event for over 130 Year 6s. 
Piecing the crime together grad-
ually, the youngsters enjoyed 
many forms of investigative 
work, with measurement of blood 
spatter (all maths!) still a favour-
ite. 

Each of the Year 7 forms 
staged an abridged 
Shakespeare play, per-
formed between the two large 
oak trees on the main field.  

Primary school children came to 
take part in our football and multi– 
skills tournaments, helped by 
our Year 9 & 10 Sports 
Leaders. 

We ran an immunisation 
programme for Year 9s.  

The whole school took part 
in sponsored run to raise 
money for Sport Relief. We 
were delighted to raise near-
ly £2,000. 

Year 9 Geography pupils 
visited Cheddar Gorge in Somerset.  

The choir, comprising of pupils from 
different year groups, performed at 
local primary schools.  

Year 11 pupils participated in the 

Forest Careers Lead Mrs Lewington 
took a group of Year 9 and 10 pupils 
to the Futures event at Farnborough 
Air Show. 

Twelve very lucky Year 7 pupils 
from The Forest’s Cricket Team 
were treated to a skills challenge 
on the famous Rosebowl pitch.  
 
Year 12 and 13 
students were 
given Cardiac 
Risk in the 
Young (CRY) 
screening tests. 

Year 7 and 8 pupils took part in the 
UK Junior Maths Challenge. 

Final GCSE and A Level Art and 
Photography 
pieces were 
exhibited. 

End of year 
Proms for 
Year 11 and 
13 were en-
joyed by all.   

  

The academic year closed with suc-
cessful GCSE and A level results.  
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February and March 

June and finally July 

Year 8s attended an event run by 
Tomorrow’s Engineers. The boys 
went to three workshops which gave 
them an insight into careers in engi-
neering.  

Forest pupils 
and teachers 
invited six 
local primary 
schools to 
take in a 

dance performance event.  

In our fifth year of partnership with 
RFC Academy, we welcomed new 
pupils to school. 

The pace didn't 
stop…..   

Year 8 had a cultural 
treat when an all 
male Shakespeare 
acting company, the 
Propeller Company, 
visited and per-
formed. 

Year 9 were also 
mesmerised by a visit from The 
Young Shakespeare Company who 
performed their version of Romeo 
and Juliet.  

 April and May 

Pupils who attend For-
est Lunch Club took part 
in an educational project 
run by the Royal Horti-
cultural Society and UK 
Space agency. 
Rocket seeds 
that had been 
stored on the 
ISS in micrograv-
ity were returned 

to Earth to grow.   

 

The Languages Department took 
Year 7s for a day trip to France. 

Pupils 
outside 
Twickenham 

Year 8s discoed 
with The Holt. 

Pupils taking part in 
Clay Club made a 
clay totem pole, rep-
resenting the 
school’s ‘houses’. 



To help our pupils access the career they 
want, we continue to offer a wide range of 
traditional and vocational subjects at 
GCSE and A level. 

GCSE results in 2016 

98% pass rate overall 

1 in 4 of pupils received A*, A or 
Distinction 

80% received A*- C in Science 

82% achieved A*- C in Maths 

77% achieved  A*- C in English  

 

A level results in 2016 

A 98% pass rate  

79% of students achieved  A*- C 

Most students went on to higher 
education or apprenticeships 

Record numbers of external male and 
female students entering the sixth form in 
2016 

 RES U LTS *   

Rugby: U12s won the Berk-
shire Floodlit League, and 
were runners up in 
the County Cup.  

Forest ‘Leaders’: 
Year 9 and 10 
pupils trained, 
then refereed and 
motivated other 

youngsters, supporting UK 
sport organisations with competitions 
across Berkshire. 

 

Primary 
Schools: The 
Forest ran 12 
events for primary 
schools, including 
mini-football tour-
naments, dance 
and multi-
skills/athletics 
events. 
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Athletics: Both 
U14s and U16s 
reached the re-
gional finals in the 
English Schools’ 
Track and Field 
Cup. The Forest 
Junior and Senior 
track and field 
teams excelled in the Reading Schools 
Athletic League. 
 

Cricket: Years 7 and 8 were winners 
in the Reading Schools 
League. The First XI won 
the Reading Bluecoat 
School T20 Shield.  
 

Football: Both the Year 8  
and 11 teams won the 
Berkshire Cup, and the First 
XI, Year 8 and Year 9 won 
the East Berkshire Cup.  

Life at The Forest School  

 A number of our talented students 
took part in sports at county, regional, 

Acade-
my and 
national 
levels. 

 

We have 
support-
ed espe-

cially gifted individuals in taking part in 
national and international competition:  

World Karate championships, Table 
Tennis Nationals, Judo National com-
petitions, European Athletic Competi-
tions, Rugby and Football Teams. 

 

Our Dedicated Programme Makes Your Son’s Transition Easy 
 

 Year 6 Induction Day: In the summer term, your son will meet current 

Year 7, tour the school and experience some of our lessons and activi-
ties. 

 Meet your son’s tutor: An evening for parents to meet our management 

team, Year Director and tutors. Receive your Welcome booklet, and view 
a selection of activities and work. 

 Uniform Day: Organised by our Parent Teachers’ Association. Buy your 

son’s school uniform, PE kit and equipment all in one place, along with 
useful advice from parents with sons already at the school. 

 Parent Support: Our Parent Support Adviser is available for meetings 

with parents, support with applications for Free School Meals, and is 
contactable by email, phone and via the school web site. 

 Learning Support: Intensive support programmes in the summer term 

are designed specifically for those pupils identified as vulnerable or hav-
ing special educational needs. Your son will learn more about us, and we 
will learn more about him. 

 Peer Mentors: Your son’s tutor group will have older boys allocated to it 

who have been trained to support new pupils. 

 Summer holiday camps: We run summer day camps where your son 

can try out a range of activities like archery, rugby, football, cricket and 
athletics, and also meet other boys and PE staff. 

 His First Day: To help new pupils settle-in on their first day, we make 

arrangements for Year 7 to attend school before other year groups. 

 Year 7 Day: In the Autumn Term, Year 7 go off-timetable to take part in 

activities to help them to develop team building, new skills, and to know 

each other better. 

 Tutors: Your son is allocated a Tutor who monitors his progress and 

well-being during the year. You can contact the Tutor or Year Direc-
tor if you have any concerns about your son.  

 Parent Portal: Through a link on our web site, you can remotely access 

and track your son’s performance and attendance at any time, as well as 
update contact/medical details. 

 Residential Trip: At the end of Year 7, your son can experience a stay 

away from home at an educational centre, and enjoy a range of activities 
with his friends. 

Pupils value what the school does for them, in particular the extra time and coaching that teachers willingly provide 
in English and mathematics as well as the wide range of after-school activities and trips.“ Ofsted 

S p o r t i n g  E n d e a v o r s   


