
Year 5/6 – Spring term
Welcome to the Spring term

We hope that you had a great Christmas break. Although this is a 
fairly shortly term, we’ve packed in a huge amount of exciting 

learning opportunities and can’t wait to get going! We welcome Mr 
Baxter to our teaching team and 5/6TP will now be know as 5/6TB.

What we expect
We’ve been working with our classes to help children develop 

resilience and a ‘can do’ attitude; these are so important as they 
help children embrace challenges and learn that failure is a part of 
learning. We expect our pupils to try new things and have a go at 

everything, even the things that are difficult initially.

You can help us by…
Please support us in helping your children learn by hearing them 

read as often as possible (and signing their diaries!) and by offering 
to help them with their home learning. We’re going to continue to 
give children weekly spellings and grammar/punctuation sheets, as 
well as activities on Mathletics. Some children are not completing 
their home learning on time; please help us with this as it’s crucial 

that children in UKS2 learn to meet deadlines and take 
responsibility for their work.

A few children are forgetting to bring in their PE kits and this results 
in them missing lessons. PE kits should be brought into school on 

Monday and taken home on Friday.

English
This term we’re looking at two remarkable books: ‘Once’ by Morris 

Gleitzman and ‘Wonder’ by RJ Palacio.

Once is a war story about a Jewish boy who experiences war and 
the holocaust (we’ll approach this with sensitivity as the book is 
based on real-life events and contains many emotive twists.) The 
children will be using the stories in the book to write diary entries 

as if they were the main character.

After half-term we’ll be studying Wonder. This is a story about a boy 
with facial differences who enters a mainstream school. We’ll be 

using this book to write biographies and autobiographies.

Maths
We use ongoing assessments that the children complete to help us 

identify areas that they struggle with and plan accordingly to 
address these. Over the next few weeks we’re going to revisit core 

operations (multiplication, division, subtraction and addition) to 
help the children increase their speed with these. We’re also going 

to be solving problems in various contexts to help them develop 
faster reasoning skills.
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Science 
Our major topic this term is properties and changes of materials. 

Through this, the children will be learning about different types of 
materials, experimenting with filtering and evaporating and 

conducting fair tests.

Topic
History and Geography

For the whole of the term we’ll be studying WWII and its impact on 
Reading. Children will learn about how the war started and about 
evacuees, they’ll have chances to make local comparisons through 

reading maps and will  be writing letters to people who 
experienced war. We’re planning on taking the children to a care 

home in in order for them to conduct face-to-face interviews with 
evacuees and people who joined the land army.

We will deal this topic very sensitively and will take into account 
that some children will find learning about aspects of war difficult.

Computing
In computing, the children are going be designing 3D Anderson 

shelters using Google Sketchup and making war propaganda 
posters using their own photos.

PE
In PE the children will be completing physical drills and exercises 

during outdoor PE sessions and we will be continuing with 
gymnastics during indoor PE. Later in the term we’ll be teaching 

dance.

PSHE
In PSHE the children will be thinking about setting themselves goals 
and reflecting on their progress towards these. We’ll also use PSHE 

lessons to discuss what good learning looks like.

Thanks for your support
With your support, this term will be successful. Thanks for working 
with us to help your children make the best possible progress. As 

always, if you need to talk to us, please either contact the office or 
speak to us after school. We’re always happy to help!

Mr Lovegrove, Mrs Tisi, Mr Gunbie, Mrs Padbury, Mr Baxter
LSAs: Miss Stock, Mrs Baskerville, Mr Pechell, Mrs Khaliq, Mrs Haywood, 

Mr Sewell


