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Dear Parents/Carers  

With SATs quickly upon us Year 6 have been busy preparing for the week. Although important for the 
school, the staff have been making the children feel as relaxed and confident as they can be. 

Year 5 enjoyed their visit to Pendine and especially seeing Mr Davies who popped in form home in 
Wales to say hello and see they were enjoying themselves. 

Swimming Pool Update: 

After a great deal of consideration, the IEB has taken the decision not to open the swimming pool in 
the current year.  

To make sure that the right decision is being made, a great deal of work has been undertaken behind 
the scenes to look at both the short and long-term viability of the swimming pool.   

Quotations have been obtained for the necessary work, as well as undertaking a health and safety 
inspection, assessing the risk to pupils and staff. Consideration was also given to the financial 
donations by parents/guardians and the 
impact upon staff in consultation with 
the wider demands placed upon the 
school in the immediate 
future.  Unfortunately, this is not viable 
within the current financial climate and 
the current school budget. 

This will undoubtedly be a 
disappointment for many of you, and so 
if there are concerns about the decision, 
we would invite parents to come and 
see the current state of the swimming 
pool for yourselves. This may help put 
the decision into perspective and 
appreciate the level of effort that would 
be required to make the swimming pool 
fit for purpose and a safe, fun 
environment for the children.  
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Building Update: 

Extension 3 was handed over to us on the 23rd March and is being used by a class who have moved to 
allow the installation of a ventilation unit. The Finance officer has also moved temporarily to allow 
work on the office. Works continue on site with activities concentrated on Extension 4 a new staff 
room and preparation space plus final installations of all ventilation units but the final one will not be 
installed in the year 6 classroom until SATs are complete.  Good progress was made over the Easter 
Holiday with exterior work. The Pagoda is due to be completed shortly and astro turf will be installed 
around it and in the shelters in front of the year 1 classrooms.  This will take place over the Half Term. 

During the Summer holidays the works to upgrade the Year 1/2 toilets will be undertaken and it is 
hoped that the playground and sports markings can be completed then as well. 

As the number of builders’ vehicles on site reduce, the grass area by the gate will be refurbished with 
some areas having grasscrete installed and others having the grassed areas worked on to reduce the 
compacted earth and allow the grass to regrow or be seeded. One of the various restrictive planning 
conditions placed upon us is to maintain as much "green" area as possible hence the grasscrete and 
perhaps some decisions to maintain grass where tarmac might appear to have been more 
appropriate. 

Additional interior works that have been agreed to include the installation of new modern energy 
efficient lighting in the main corridor of the school, which is designed to produce lighting levels 
matching those in the new corridors. 

Its anticipated that when we come back to school in September the site will at last, be free of 
builders. 

The IEB have been really impressed with the way that the staff at Beechwood have embraced the 
changes within the school. Miss Curtis has been made most welcome by the children, staff and all the 
parents she has met. The new term has brought a new feel of optimism around the school in dealing 
with the challenges we face and there are signs of the impact needed to bring about these changes. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Beechwood IEB 


