
Year 1 Learning Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Theme  

All About Me 
 

 
Winter Wonderland 

(Toys) 

 
Victorians 

 
Seaside 

English  
Entertain 
*Story (Fairy Tales) 
 
Inform 
*Information text 
(Favourite animals) 
 

 
Entertain 
*Poetry (Nursery 
Rhymes + Kennings) 
*Description (Winter 
Stories) 
 
Inform 
*Letter (Christmas / 
Santa) 
 

 
Entertain 
*Description (Four 
seasons) 
 
Inform 
*Instruction (Victorian 
toys) 

 
Entertain 
*Stories (Oliver Twist) 
 
Inform 
*Recount (Diary – Day 
in the life of a Victorian 
Child) 

 
Entertain 
*Description (Beach / 
Sea) 
 
Inform 
*Letter (Postcard) 

 
Entertain 
*Poetry (Rhyming / 
Senses) 
 
Inform 
*Recount (Seaside 
visit) 

Maths  
Number: Place Value (within 10) 

Number: Addition and Subtraction (within 10) 
Geometry: Shape 

Number: Place Value (within 20) 
 

 
Number: Addition and Subtraction (within 20) 

Number: Place value (within 50) + Multiples of 2, 
5 and 10 

Measurement: Length and Height 
Measurement: Weight and Volume 

 

 
Number: Multiplication and Division (Multiples of 

2, 5 and 10) 
Number: Fractions 

Geometry: Position and Direction 
Number: Place Value (within 100) 

Measurement: Money 
Time 

 
Science  

Animals, including humans 
-identify and name a variety of common animals 
including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals  
 
-identify and name a variety of common animals that 
are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores describe and 
compare the structure of a variety of common animals 
(fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, 
including pets)  
 
-identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the 
human body and say which part of the body is 
associated with each sense. 
 
Seasonal Changes 
-observe changes across the four seasons  

 
Everyday Materials 
-distinguish between an object and the material from 
which it is made  
 
-identify and name a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock  
 
-describe the simple physical properties of a variety of 
everyday materials  
 
-compare and group together a variety of everyday 
materials on the basis of their simple physical 
properties. 
 
Seasonal Changes 
-observe changes across the four seasons  

 
Plants 
-identify and name a variety of common wild and 
garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees 
 
- identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of 
common flowering plants, including trees. 
 
 
 
 
Seasonal Changes 
-observe changes across the four seasons  
 
-observe and describe weather associated with the 
seasons and how day length varies. 



 
-observe and describe weather associated with the 
seasons and how day length varies. 
 

 
-observe and describe weather associated with the 
seasons and how day length varies. 

History  
-significant historical 
events, people and places 
in their own locality. 

 

 
-changes within living 
memory. Where 
appropriate, these should 
be used to reveal aspects 
of change in national life  
 

 
-the lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of life in 
different periods 
(Elizabeth I and Queen 
Victoria) 
 

 
-the lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of life in 
different periods 
(Florence Nightingale and 
Edith Cavell) 
 

 
-changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 
these should be used to reveal aspects of change in 
national life 

Geography  
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork  
-use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to 
study the geography of 
their school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its surrounding 
environment. 
 
-use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map; and use and 
construct basic symbols 
in a key  

 
 

    
Human and physical 
geography 
-use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather  
 
Human and physical 
geography 
-use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 

 
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork  
-use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, 
near and far; left and 
right], to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map  

 

Art  
-to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
 
- to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination  
 
-to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  
 
-about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to 
their own work. 



DT  
Design  
-design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based on design criteria  
-generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication technology  
 
Make  
-select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing]  
-select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics  
 
Evaluate  
-explore and evaluate a range of existing products 
 -evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria  
 
Technical knowledge  
-build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable  
-explore and use mechanisms [for example, levers, sliders, wheels and axles], in their products. 
 

Music  
-use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  
 
-play tuned and untuned instruments musically  
 
-listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  
 
-experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 
RE 
Discovery RE 

 
Christianity  
Enquiry Question: Does 
God want Christians to 
look after the world? 

 
Christianity  
Enquiry Question: What 
gift would I have given 
Jesus if He had been 
born in my town and not 
in Bethlehem?  
 

 
Christianity  
Enquiry Question: Was it 
always easy for Jesus to 
show friendship? 

 
Christianity  
Enquiry Question: Why 
was Jesus welcomed like 
a king or celebrity by the 
crowds on Palm Sunday? 

 
Judaism 
Enquiry Question: Is 
Shabbat important to 
Jewish children? 

 
Judaism 
Enquiry Question: Does 
celebrating Chanukah 
make Jewish children feel 
closer to God? 

PSHE 
Jigsaw 

 
Being Me in My World 

 
Celebrating Difference 

 
Dreams and Goals 

 
Healthy Me 

 
Relationships 

 
Changing Me 

PE  
-master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range of 
activities  
 
-participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending  
 
-perform dances using simple movement patterns 

 


