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National Mental Health Awareness Week

Dear Parents and Guardians,
We hope you have all seen our Beechwood staff video. If not, it is on our
Facebook page so please do have a look. We are very much missing all of
the children and the whole Beechwood Community and hope to see you all
soon. We hope you are all keeping well.
It is National Mental Health Awareness Week from 18th to 24th May and
Wokingham Borough Council is looking at ways to support people in the
Borough who are particularly isolated or vulnerable at the current time.
As part of they are asking if schools can support this. They are asking for
children to produce letters/postcards/ drawings that can be delivered to
isolated residents as part of goody bags or essential deliveries.
The letters and drawings can either be scanned and e-mailed
to: Nicola.owens@wokingham.gov.uk, posted to: Nicola Owens, Wokingham
Borough Council, Shute End, Wokingham RG40 1BN or dropped through
the letterbox at Beechwood (as part of your daily walk and we will ensure
they make it to Wokingham Borough Council). If your child would like to take
part please ensure letters, postcards and drawings are sent in by
Wednesday 13th May. If you are dropping them into school, please could we
have them by 12 noon on Monday 11th May.
This week’s Big Question is ‘What is VE day?’ Please find attached a special
pack put together by Picture News for the 75th Anniversary of VE Day for you
to use with your children at home, if you feel it is appropriate to do so.
Take care and enjoy the bank holiday weekend. Fingers crossed we keep
the drier and warmer weather.
Kind regards,

Miss S E Hunter
Headteacher

Wednesday 6 May 2020

NOTICEBOARD



Latest information re School Closures
Please click/copy below link for information:
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/closure-of-educational-settingsinformation-for-parents-and-carers
We have noticed that our
entrance wall is looking tired
and a little bit run down. We
are looking at ways to refresh/
redesign this area, as this is
obviously the first part of the
school that pupils and parents
see. We would love for you to be involved in this
process.
We will be relocating the coloured panels, that are
currently attached to the wall, to another place in
the school.
Please send us your ideas/designs through
Facebook messenger or email.
Be as bright, colourful and imaginative as you like;
we can’t wait to see your ideas!

VE Day 75
Bank Holiday - Friday 8th May
Please be reminded that
there will be no home
learning set for this day
and the school will be fully closed. We
would love to feature pictures of your families
celebrations at home in our next Bulletin
please send your pictures to:
office-beechwood@fraysacademytrust.org

Over the past week in your homes…………

Amber
Wrens Class

Lola
Badgers
Class

Junaid
Robins Class

Apologies if you have already seen this message on social media.
I cannot take credit for the words and I do not know exactly where it originated from.
However, I thought it was really lovely and a sentiment we all echo so wanted to share it
with you too. You are all awesome and so are your children!
Dear Parents and Guardians in the U.K.,
Tomorrow marks six full weeks since our country went into lockdown.
You have had your children home for the same time now that you would if they were on summer
holidays. People will say ‘but they are your responsibility’ and while that is true no-one could be
expected to have imagined this period before they chose to conceive.
You have protected, nourished, educated, supported and entertained your children during a period of
national and international uncertainty and fear. You have experienced emotions for yourself and your
family that you never knew existed, never mind experienced before.
Six weeks is a long time.
Think about how you feel at the end of the summer holidays, how ready you are for routine, how
badly your house needs cleaned from children home, how much work you are ready to catch up on.
Remember that exhausting feeling of having so little sleep, much less money and hearing
‘mummy/daddy’ every time you happen to sit down.
And you wonder why you are exhausted after six weeks of lockdown?
You are amazing! You have achieved something no other parent ever has! You have faced six weeks
unable to take your child or children anywhere, six weeks of no parks, holidays to break up the
boredom, no day trips, no family to help. On top of that you have juggled work demands, loneliness
on a level never experienced before, information overload from the internet and emotional turmoil of
not being able to see people you hold dear. Even getting food to eat has been a major drama!
So it’s ok to feel drained. It’s ok to feel like you would sell your soul right now for five minutes alone.
It’s ok to feel uninspired about another day of home schooling, another day of never ending laundry
and cooking.
It’s ok to be so very tired.
Six weeks is a long time.
But you have made it.
Be proud of yourself. Stand tall.
History will show you for your courage, your children will remember this period as a time knowing
they were safe and loved and teachers everywhere are deeply grateful that you are there for your
children when they should be but can’t be.
In short: You are awesome, and so are your children.

What’s going on?
Since 1945 the end of World War Two in Europe has been marked by Victory in Europe Day, better known as VE Day. On 8th May 1945, Prime Minister Winston
Churchill made an announcement on the radio at 3pm that the war in Europe had come to an end, following Germany's surrender the day before. This year,
the 8th May 2020 will mark 75 years since the first VE Day! Until the current Covid-19 crisis struck, there had been plans to stage celebratory events and street
parties in many places. Sadly, this has all had to be cancelled but many have chosen to celebrate virtually! Holding video parties, decorating our homes or
baking to celebrate whilst we are all in lockdown!

Question:
What is VE Day?
Listen, think, share
Look at the poster image, have we heard of VE Day before? Read through the text above and explain that this year is extra special as it’s the 75th Anniversary of VE
Day!
Watch the useful video below, what one word would you use to describe the emotions of the people who finally heard the announcement about the end of the war
with Germany?
Read through the poem from the resource written about VE Day by Jack Woods. Can you imagine how it felt hearing such positive news about the end of the war with
Germany?
Explain that following the announcement, huge crowds, with people dressed in red, white and blue gathered outside Buckingham Palace in London. They cheered as
King George VI and his family, including Princess Elizabeth (the current queen) and Princess Margaret, came out onto the balcony to greet everybody. Princess Elizabeth
and her sister were allowed to leave the palace and celebrate with crowds outside, although they had to do it secretly! The future Queen described it as "one of the
most memorable nights of my life".
As 2020 marks the 75th Anniversary of VE Day with most of us inside our homes in lockdown, many are finding creative ways to celebrate online! With virtual street
parties, decorating homes, dressing up and baking! Will you be celebrating? If so, how?

Reflection
VE Day was a very special day in our history, the end of the war with Germany bringing with it, huge joy and celebration but also a chance for reflection. This year marks the
75th Anniversary – a time for us to look back and think about an important time in our history.

Challenges!
Challenge 1 –Write a poem imagining you are an evacuee and VE Day has just been announced! Can you perform it in front of your family?
Challenge 2 –Create an image or model of a soldier to place in your window for VE Day.

Web Links
Ideas and activities to celebrate VE Day at home
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/toolkit/
Useful Video – What is VE Day and how can we celebrate this year?
https://bit.ly/2Ws7NtU

Send us your challenges!
Email help@picture-news.co.uk
Twitter @HelpPicture
Facebook /PictureNewsPrimary

Resource
Read through the poem below written about VE Day by Jack Woods. Can you imagine how it felt hearing such positive news about the end of the war nearing?

Memories of a 12-yearold evacuee
By Jack Woods

The war is won. It’s VE day.
A wild excitement fills the air.
Grown-ups busy, children play
among the tables, standing there
in roads bedecked with myriad flags
and bunting hung across the street.

Women dressed in their best ‘rags’
pile tables high with things to eat.
Men pull rafters from a bomb site,

Hitler, sitting very upright,

Source: BBC News

waiting for his funeral pyre.
Ernie plays the old ‘joanna’,
favourite tunes that won the war.
Any song for just a tanner;
money goes to help the poor.
Beer and whisky flow like water,
hoarded for this special day.

building a gigantic fire.
This poem was submitted to the BBC People’s War site by Anastasia Travers from WM CSV Action Desk on behalf of Jack Woods and has been added with her permission.

