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NOTICEBOARD
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Its December!
Dear Parents and Guardians,
As we enter December and our second period of lock down lifts, I wanted to take this
opportunity to reassure you that all our Covid Safe measures remain in place across the school.
Children continue to work in their ‘bubbles’, lunchtimes and playtimes continue to be
staggered, face coverings continue to be worn by adults and our twenty-minute drop off/pick
up window will remain in place. Please do air on the side of caution and keep unwell children at
home if you have any doubts. Covid related absences do not count against you and, especially
as we approach Christmas, we want to do all we can to avoid having to ask pupils or staff to self
isolate over the Christmas holidays.
We know the children are very keen to bring in Christmas cards to share with theirs friends and
the adults in school, so we have been considering a way to enable this to happen in a Covid Safe
way. Therefore, if children would like to bring in cards, they can only bring them in for children
and adults in their class and year group, not for children in other parts of the school. We would
ask that all cards are brought into school by Friday 11th December at the very latest. Each class
will have a box for children to put their cards into where they remain until the last week of term
to quarantine. We will then distribute all the cards out to children in the final week of term for
them to bring home.
This week as part of the children’s home learning for Friday afternoon we will be asking the
children to make a Christmas decoration which is weather proof and suitable for being
displayed outside around the school grounds. Coming home with this newsletter are a few ideas
for Christmas decorations, however, children are very welcome to use their own imagination
and create any decoration of their choice. The key worker children who remain in school on a
Friday afternoon will be making their decoration in school. We would kindly ask that if your
child will be making their decoration in school, you talk to them at home about what they would
like to make and send in any resources they may need for their decoration.
On Thursday last week I enjoyed ‘Hot Chocolate’ with some of our Year 3’s Coco, Olivia, Imran
and Avyukth. Yesterday was the turn of Year 2 and I welcomed Hudson, Charlie, Amber and
Harsirath.
Well done to everyone who has been awarded Hot Chocolate.
Kind regards



Christmas Jumpers Reminder
Anyone wishing to donate
outgrown Christmas jumpers
please bring in donations by this
Friday. Remember children can wear
continue to wear their Christmas
jumpers from Weds 9th until the end
of term!
School Photos Reminder/PE Day
A reminder that the school
photographer visits us on Monday.
Please ensure children are dressed
smartly in their school uniform. Please
note FS and Year 1 will have their PE
activity in their uniform that day but
will need to bring in their trainers.
General Reminders

No mobile phones to be used
on school grounds please.

No driving down Ambleside
close. Dropping off/parking
is prohibited and a danger to
our school community.

No jewellery other than plain
ear studs should be worn and
must be taken out or covered
for PE.
Thank you for your co operation.
Dates for your diary
Thurs 3rd Dec - Year 6 reopens
Mon 7th Dec — School Photographer
Wed 9th Dec — Christmas Lunch &
Christmas Jumper day.
Fri 11th Dec (am)- Yr2 & Yr6 Nasal
Flu Immunisations
Fri 18th Dec 12.45-1.05pm-Term ends

Reading Top
Tips

Talk positively about
reading! Talk about
what you have read in your day
and how much you learn and enjoyed it. Children are
sponges
and will mimic your habits.

Miss S E Hunter
Headteacher

Attendance

Star Pupils
Robins—Akif
Wrens— Darius
Hedgehogs - Braxton
Rabbits - Diellza
Badgers – Freddie
Foxes— Daniel
Owls— Tobias

Woodpeckers— Kelly-Ann
Falcons– Daniel
Kites— Molly
Well done to all!
Butterflies will join later
in the year!

Our minimum attendance target is 96.5%. Please help us to ensure your
child receives the best education by attending school regularly and being
on time.
We understand that in the current situation our attendance will be affected.
However following new guidance from WBC children not in school in
relation to Covid-19 will not be reflected in our weekly
figures.
Our whole school attendance for the week commencing the
23rd November 2020 was again above our target at 97.1%.
Well done to all!

Over the last week at Beechwood…………………
Butterflies have been busy learning one more and one less up to five. There has been lots of excited chatter about elves visiting their
homes.
Year 1 have been reading the story 'Stick Man' by Julia Donaldson. They have thought about Stick Man's adventure, thought
of some adjectives to describe where he is and how is he feeling. Today they have pretended they are Stick Man and written a
letter back home to their stick family. In Maths children have started learning about subtraction.
Year 2 have started a unit on following and giving instructions. In Maths, they are working on bonds to ten and one hundred and
appreciating the number pattern. The fire engines have been constructed and will now probably be in active use at home.
It's beginning to look a bit like Christmas and the children will be putting recycling skills to good use!
Year 3 have been learning about the great Celt Queen Boudicca this week. They have enjoyed discussing her greatest attributes and
comparing her qualities to their own. They will also be continuing their learning on light and dark, looking at sun safety and the
benefits of its rays! The children are all excited about the Christmas activities to come, as are we!
Year 4 have been completing their assessments. The children have all worked extremely hard to achieve the best they can. They have
also shown how they would write a letter to a family member so that the teachers can see where to take their learning, in
future lessons. In math's they started at the beginning of the week to learn about how to calculate the perimeter of different shapes.
Years 5 It has been assessment week in year 5. We would like to say a big well done to everyone as they have all worked hard to
complete the assessments to the best of their ability. Year 5 have been continuing with their one point perspective drawings and even
creating their own with a Christmas theme.
Year 6 have been working from home this week and we are very excited about their return to school on Thursday. In English the
children are finishing our Fairy Tale writing -- the Year 6’s have done an excellent job writing their own versions of Cinderella while at
home! In Maths, they have just finished fractions and are beginning a new unit in Geometry.

House Competition :

Well done to all of our Super Strawberries for collecting
the most tokens this week!
Outstanding
Oranges
77

Amazing
Apples
72

Super
Strawberries
81

Brilliant
Bananas
67

NOTICEBOARD continued
Siblings starting Foundation 2021/22 Parents with children due to start Foundation next year are welcome to join
our parent Zoom with Miss Hunter on: Thursday 3rd December @1.30pm or Tuesday 8th December @10.00am
Please email the office to register your interest, we will reply with an invite.
Message from Mrs Jones our SENCO We have sadly been unable to hold our monthly SEN Coffee Mornings this term,
so I would like to offer some SEN Surgery slots to parents. If you have a matter that you wish to talk through with me about
your child’s needs, I would love to be able to try to help. This does not replace the usual conversations that you might have
with the Class Teacher. I am offering several date and 10-15 minute time slots, so if you feel this could be useful for
you please email the School Office and we will work to booking in an appointment for you. When you email please indicate
suitable slots and whether you would like a phone or a video call.
-7th December 2020 @ 9:30am, 10am, 12:30pm
-14th December @ 9:30am, 10am, 11am, 1:30pm

- 9th December 2020 @ 9:30am, 11:30am, 12pm
- 16th December 2020 @ 10:30am, 11am, 11:30am, 1:30pm

Foodbank Christmas Collection We will be collecting for Woodley Foodbank. Donations can be brought in on
Thursday 10th and Friday 11th December, tins and packet items would be gratefully received, they have requested
particularly tinned fish. If anyone is in need, or knows someone else in need of a food parcel please contact 07806 658995
or visit Woodley Baptist Church.
Salvation Army Toy Appeal
If you wish to donate to this years Salvation Army Toy Appeal this year there are 3 ways:
1: Visit the Corps Facebook page, or access using this link : https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tsacommunity-support-000107
2. Using the Amazon wish list you will be able to purchase from that list and have the toys delivered to your house or the
Quarters depending on the delivery address you select.https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/DZ3JMVVXWCWE?
ref=cm_sw_em_r_wl_an_z2TniacraUtra
3.If you would prefer to purchase toys yourself please do so and drop off at the Salvation Army hall this FRIDAY 4th
December between 10 am and 4pm : Lower Earley Corps, The Salvation Army, Chalfont Close, Lower Earley.

ON THE
TRAIL

What is Christmas
really all about?
Scan the code and let
the adventure begin!

Contact your local church for more details:

www.facebook.com/StJamesWoodley
www.stjameswoodley.org/
Kingfisher Drive, Woodley, RG5 3LH
Tel: 0118 966 2568

Please ensure you follow current government guidance
around social distancing as you take part in this trail.
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This week for home learning we would like you to make a
Christmas decoration that we could display outside the school.
You need to think about it being waterproof as it will be
outside.
some ideas:

30th November 2020
What’s going on this week?

Plans to dig a road tunnel, near the ancient monument site of Stonehenge in Salisbury, have been
approved by the Transport Secretary, Grant Shapps. A two-mile tunnel out of sight of the
monument will be built even though it went against the recommendations of planning officials. It
is estimated that the tunnel will cost £1.7 billion to create.
Things to talk about at home…
Look at the poster showing Stonehenge. What do you think of the World Heritage Site?
Would you like to visit? If you have been, what was it like?
Do you think the underground tunnel to replace the road sounds like a good idea?
Are there any ancient monuments near to where you live? Have you visited them before?
Please note any interesting thoughts or comments here…
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CShare your thoughts and read the opinions of others on our discussion board: www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

