
                        
 

Beechwood Primary School 

Explore, Discover, Achieve 
 

 

History 

Key Concepts and Breadth of Study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the above, we also teach the concepts of cultural, ethnic and religious diversity. Key skills in history include historical 

enquiry, using sources as evidence and being able to communicate about the past.  
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EYFS 
 
Autumn 1 
‘We are Unique 
 
Autumn 2 
‘We are 
Inquisitive’ 
 
Spring 1 
‘We are 
Explorers’ 

 To discover their family backgrounds. 
Children can name and talk about 
members of their family and where 
they are from.   
 

 To explore and develop an 
understanding of the past as a time 
‘before now’. Children use a 
timeline in the classroom – 
beginning with their first day at 
school. 

 To begin to sequence events 
within their own history or relevant 
to their learning.  

 Continued in Spring 2 

 To explore the changes that have 
happened to them throughout 
their lives so far. Children look at 
pictures and discuss how they 
have changed from birth to now.  

 Comparing old and new bears 

In class discussions, children have 
briefly learnt about and discussed: 

 The Death of the Queen and 
learning about her life.  
(Unplanned) 

 Guy Fawkes  

  

Year 1 
Let’s celebrate! 
 
 
 
 
Back in the day.. 

To explore the events of the gun 
powder plot 
To explore Guy Fawkes 
To discover how the Gun Powder 
plot affected Britain at the time 
 
To explore the reign of Queen 
Victoria. 
To understand the significance of 
inventions and events during the 
reign of Queen Victoria. 
 
 

To explore the events of the gun 
powder plot 
 
 
 
 
To explore an understanding of the 
Victorian era and their place in time. 
 
 To use a timeline of events during 
the Victorian era. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To compare and contrast the lives of 
Victorians to our lives today. 
To explore how inventions have 
progressed from Victorian era. 
 

To understand how and why we 
celebrate Bonfire night 
 
 
 
 
To discover how people lived during 
Victorian time. 
To understand the significance of 
events and inventions during the 
reign of Queen Victoria. 



 

 

Year 2 
The Great Fire 
of London 

To gain an understanding of the 
events of The Great Fire of London. 
 
To discover various sources of 
information.  

To gain an understanding of the 
events of The Great Fire of London. 
 
To order the events of The Great Fire 
of London 
 
 
 
 

To explore and compare the past to 
the present day.  
 
To discover the changes made as a 
result of The Great Fire of London.  

To gain an understanding of the 
events of The Great Fire of London.  
 
To explore significant people.  

Year 3 
The Stone Age 
Iron Age to 
Bronze Age. 
 
 
 
Spring 1- 
The 
achievements of 
the earliest 
civilizations – 
The Kayapo 
Tribe 
Spring 2 - The 
achievements of 
Francisco de 
Orellana 

To discover features of a Stone Age 
home.  
To achieve a historical interpretation 
based on evidence. 
 To discover what life was like in the 
bronze age. 
 
Understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range 
of sources. 
To address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance. 

To discover when The Stone Age 
occurred.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To place events in correct periods of 
time. 
To continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge 
and understanding of British, local 
and world history. 
 

To explore what people in The Stone 
Age needed to survive in comparison 
to today.  
To identify how life changed during 
the bronze age. 
 
 
 

To explore the settlement of Skara 
Brae and its importance. 
To explore bronze age and iron age 
monuments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To develop the appropriate use of 
historical terms. 
 



 

 

Year 4 
The Romans 

To explore and describe why Romans 
built new roads.  
To show historical understanding 
through a letter. 

To discover and place when The 
Romans era was. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To discover and explain how the 
reach of The Roman Empire changed 
over time.  

To discover the impact of The 
Romans on Modern Britain.  

Year 5 
Crime and 
Punishment  

 
 
 

To explore how crime and 
punishment has changed over time. 
Compare and contrast crime and 
punishment from historical periods 
until modern day. 
 
 

To explore crime and punishment in 
the medieval 
and Tudor periods. 
To explore crime and punishment in 
the Roman period. 
To explore crime and punishment in 
the Anglo-Saxon and Viking period. 
To explore crime and punishment in 
the early modern period.  
To explore crime and punishment in 
the Victorian period. 
 
 

 

Year 6 
Chocolate 

To explore the rise in popularity of 
the cocoa bean 

To compare and contrast events in 
Mexico to events in the UK during 
the times of the Aztecs 
Compare how Aztec life was 
difference to life in the UK at this 
time 
 
 
 
 
 

To find out about the social, cultural 
and religious beliefs  

of Aztec society.  

To write a dairy as a member of the 
Aztec society 
 

 

 



 

 

 


